Bcc: abaptista@ironboundcc.org[abaptista@ironboundcc.orgl;
acohen@hcdnnj.orglacohen@hcdnnj.org}; AKruger@verizon.netfAKruger@verizon.net]};
cmellon@ironboundcc.org[cmellon@ironboundcc.orgl;
debbie@nynjbaykeeper.org[debbie@nynjbaykeeper.orgl; DelisleB@jcnj.org[DelisleB@jcnj.orgl; Douglas
Sarno[doug@forumfg.comj}; dyennior@msn.com{dyennior@msn.comj;
greenwoods@ci.newark.nj.us[greenwoods@ci.newark.nj.us}; jamespmack@jpm-
llc.comfjamespmack@jpm-lic.com]; john@sustainablefox.com[john@sustainablefox.com};
jsamsonphd@gmail.comfjsamsonphd@gmail.com}; jsphnardone@yahoo.com{jsphnardone@yahoo.com];
jweiss@targetcoatings.comfjweiss@targetcoatings.com];
kirk.barrett@manhattan.edulkirk.barrett@manhattan.edul; lennyt22@gmail.comflennyt22@gmail.comj;
mgreenberg@ironboundcc.org[mgreenberg@ironboundcc.orgl; MJusino-
lturralde@dJerseyHistory.Org[MJusino-lturralde@JerseyHistory.Org]l;
PRCWATER@AOL.COM[PRCWATER@AOL.COMJ;
rdougherty@citybloom.org{rdougherty@citybloom.org}; rrichards@njpac.orglrrichards@njpac.org];
spark07105@yahoo.com[spark07105@yahoo.com], TBAL5678@Yahoo.com{TBAL5678@Yahoo.com];
thomasr2@ci.newark.nj.usthomasr2@ci.newark.nj.us}; Alice Yeh[Yeh.Alice@epa.govl]; Delmar
Karlen[Karlen.Deimar@epa.govl; Elizabeth Butler{Butler.Elizabeth@epa.gov]; Eric
Schaaf[Schaaf.Eric@epa.gov}, Flanagan, Sarah[Flanagan.Sarah@epa.gov}; Hick,
Patricia[Hick.Patricia@epa.gov}; LaPadula, John{LaPadula.John@epa.gov}; Naranjo,
Eugenia[Naranjo.Eugenia@epa.gov}; Olsen, Marian[Olsen.Marian@epa.gov}; Ray
Basso[Basso.Ray@epa.gov}; Stephanie Vaughn[Vaughn.Stephanie@epa.govl; Sy,
William[Sy.William@epa.govl]; Wagner, Amelia[Wagner.Amelia@epa.gov]; Walter
Mugdan[Mugdan.Walter@epa.gov}; Zachos, George[Zachos.George@epa.gov]
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Hudson County Exec Tom DeGise rescinds letter sent to EPA: The Auditor

Hudson County Executive Thomas DeGise has rescinded a letter he sent to the EPA in January criticizing -- at the behest of 70
companies -- the agency's clean-up plan for the Passaic River. (Jersey Journal photo)

The Jersey Journal By The Jersey Journal
on July 28,2013 at 1:20 PM, updated July 28, 2013 at 1:21 PM

Oops, on second thought, I didn't mean what I said the first time.

That's essentially what Hudson County Tom DeGise is telling EPA Regional Adminstrator Judith Enck.
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According to today's The Auditor column in The Star-Ledger, DeGise -- at the behest of a consortium of 70 companies
helping to pay for a cleanup of the polluted Passaic River -- dashed off a letter to Enck in January, urging the EPA to use a
cheaper alternative for the cleanup.

At the same time the companies asked DeGise and other local officials to send the form letter to Enck, they encouraged the
officials to apply for improvement project grants the firms were handing out.

DeGise applied for a grant and Hudson County received $50,000, The Auditor reports.

But DeGise has recanted his own words.

"My letter on January 23, 2013 was written before I understood certain facts about the status of the clean-up and I am rescinding
it at this time," he wrote to Enck on June 11.

County spokesman Jim Kennelly told The Auditor the first letter was a "mistake."

"There's no way to put any gloss on it," he said, adding the new letter shows "there is no quid pro quo" for accepting the firms'
grant.

© 2013 NJ.com. All rights reserved.

David Kluesner
U.S. EPA - Manhattan Office
Public Affairs Division

290 Broadway, NY, NY 10007

work - 212/637-3653

cell - 347/330-9439
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